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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6245

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senate Committee on Education (originally sponsored by Senators
Zarelli, Regala, Wnsley and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to residency teacher certification partnership
progr ans; amending RCW 28A 660. 010, 28A. 660. 020, 28A. 660. 030,
28A. 660. 040, 28A.660.050, and 28A.660.901; repealing RCW 28A. 660. 900;
and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.660.010 and 2001 c 158 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

There is hereby created a statewi de partnership grant programto
provide new high-quality alternative routes to residency teacher
certification. To the extent funds are appropriated for this specific
pur pose, funds provided under this partnership grant program shall be
used solely for school districts, or consortia of school districts, to
partner wth state-approved higher education teacher preparation
prograns to provide one or nore of ((three)) four alternative route
prograns in RCW 28A. 660.040, wth routes one, twd, and three ainmed at
recruiting candidates to teaching in subject matter shortage areas and
areas wth shortages due to geographic |ocation. Districts, or
consortia of districts, may also include their educational service
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districts in their partnership grant program ((Parthrershipprograns
receiving grants may enroll candi dates as early as January 2002.))

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.660.020 and 2003 c 410 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each district or consortia of school districts applying for the
alternative route certification programshall submt a proposal to the
Washi ngt on professional educator standards board specifying:

(a) The route or routes the partnership programintends to offer
and a detailed description of how the routes will be structured and
operated by the partnership;

(b) The nunber of candidates that will be enrolled per route;

(c) An identification, indication of commtnent, and description of
the role of approved teacher preparation prograns that are partnering
with the district or consortia of districts;

(d) An assurance of district provision of adequate training for
ment or teachers either through participation in a state nentor training
acadeny or district-provided training that neets state-established
mentor-training standards specific to the nentoring of alternative
rout e candi dat es;

(e) An assurance that significant time will be provided for nentor
teachers to spend with the alternative route teacher candidates
t hroughout the internship. Part ner shi ps nust provide each candi date
with intensive classroom nentoring until such tine as the candidate
denonstrates the conpetency necessary to nanage the classroomw th | ess
i nt ensi ve supervi sion and gui dance froma nentor;

(f) A description of the rigorous screening process for applicants
to alternative route prograns, including entry requirenents specific to
each route, as provided in RCW 28A. 660. 040; and

(g) The design and use of a teacher developnent plan for each
candi date. The plan shall specify the alternative route coursework and
training required of each candidate and shall be devel oped by conparing
the candidate's prior experience and coursework with the state's new
per f or mance- based standards for residency certification and adjusting
any requirenments accordingly. The plan may include the follow ng
conponent s:

(1) A mninmm of one-half of a school year, and an additiona
significant amount of tinme if necessary, of intensive nentorshinp,
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starting with full-tinme nmentoring and progressing to increasingly |ess
intensive nonitoring and assistance as the intern denonstrates the
skills necessary to take over the classroom with |ess intensive
support. For route one and two candi dates, before the supervision is
di m ni shed, the nentor of the teacher candidate at the school and the
supervi sor of the teacher candidate fromthe hi gher education teacher
preparation program nmust both agree that the teacher candidate is ready
to manage the classroom with |ess intensive supervision. For route
three and four candidates, the nentor of the teacher candi date shal
make the deci sion;

(i) ldentification of performance indicators based on the
know edge and skills standards required for residency certification by
the state board of education;

(tit) ldentification of benchmarks that w Il indicate when the
standard is net for all performance indicators;

(tv) A description of strategies for assessing candidate
per formance on the benchmarks;

(v) ldentification of one or nore tools to be used to assess a
candi date's performance once the candi date has been in the classroom
for about one-half of a school year; and

(vi) A description of the criteria that would result in residency
certification after about one-half of a school year but before the end
of the program

(2) To the extent funds are appropriated for this purpose,
districts may apply for programfunds to pay stipends to trai ned nentor
teachers of interns during the nentored internship. The per intern
anount of nentor stipend shall not exceed five hundred doll ars.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.660.030 and 2003 c 410 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The professional educator standards board, with support from
the office of the superintendent of public instruction, shall select
school districts and consortia of school districts to receive
partnership grants from funds appropriated by the legislature for this
purpose. Factors to be considered in selecting proposals include, but
are not limted to:

(a) For routes one, two, and three, the degree to which the
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district, or consortia of districts in partnership, are currently
experienci ng teacher shortages;

(b)(i) For routes one, two, three, and four, the degree to which
t he proposal addresses criteria specified in RCW28A. 660.020 and is in
keeping with specifications of programroutes in RCW 28A. 660. 040;

((€e))) (ii) The cost-effectiveness of the proposed program and

((€))) (iii) Any denonstrated district and in-kind contributions
to the program

(2) Selection of proposals shall also take into consideration the
need to ensure an adequate nunber of candidates for each type of route
in order to evaluate their success.

(3) Funds appropriated for the partnership grant programin this
chapter shall be admnistered by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A.660.040 and 2001 c 158 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Partnership grants funded under this chapter shall operate one to
((three)) four specific route prograns. Successful conpletion of the
program shall nmake a candidate eligible for residency teacher
certification. For route one and two candidates, the nmentor of the
teacher candidate at the school and the supervisor of the teacher
candi date from the higher education teacher preparation program nust
both agree that the teacher candi date has successfully conpleted the
program For route three and four candidates, the nentor of the
teacher candi date shall nake the determ nation that the candi date has
successfully conpl eted the program

(1) Partnership grant programs seeking funds to operate route one
progranms shall enroll currently enployed classified instructional
enpl oyees with transferabl e associ ate degrees seeking residency teacher
certification wth endorsenents in special education, bilingua
education, or English as a second | anguage. It is anticipated that
candidates enrolled in this route wll conplete both their
baccal aureate degree and requirenents for residency certification in
two years or less, including a nentored internship to be conpleted in
the final year. |In addition, partnership prograns shall uphold entry
requi renents for candi dates that include:

SSB 6245. SL p. 4
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(a) District or building validation of qualifications, including
three years of successful student interaction and |eadership as a
classified instructional enployee;

(b) Successful passage of the statewi de basic skills exam when
avai l abl e; and

(c) Meeting the age, good noral character, and personal fitness
requi renents adopted by rule for teachers.

(2) Partnership grant programs seeking funds to operate route two
prograns shall enroll currently enployed classified staff wth
baccal aureate degrees seeking residency teacher certification in
subject matter shortage areas and areas wth shortages due to
geographic location. Candidates enrolled in this route nust conplete
a nentored internship conplenented by flexibly schedul ed training and
coursework offered at a local site, such as a school or educationa
service district, or online or via video-conference over the K-20
network, in collaboration with the partnership programs higher
education partner. In addition, partnership grant prograns shal
uphol d entry requirenents for candi dates that incl ude:

(a) District or building validation of qualifications, including
three years of successful student interaction and |eadership as
classified staff;

(b) A baccal aureate degree froma regionally accredited institution
of higher education. The individual's college or university grade
poi nt average may be considered as a selection factor;

(c) Successful conpletion of the content test, once the state
content test is avail able;

(d) Meeting the age, good noral character, and personal fitness
requi renents adopted by rule for teachers; and

(e) Successful passage of the statewi de basic skills exam when
avai |l abl e.

(3) Partnership grant prograns seeking funds to operate route three
prograns shall enroll individuals with baccal aureate degrees, who are
not enployed in the district at the tine of application((;,—er—who—held
energencey—substitute—certi-Heates) ) . When selecting candidates for
certification through route three, districts shall give priority to
i ndi vidual s who are seeking residency teacher certification in subject
matter shortage areas or shortages due to geographic |ocations. For
route three only, the districts may include additional candidates in
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nonshortage subject areas if the candidates are seeking endorsenents
with a secondary grade |evel designation as defined by rule by the
state board of education. The districts shall disclose to candi dates
in nonshortage subject areas available information on the denmand in
t hose subject areas. Cohorts of candidates for this route shall attend
an i ntensive sumer teaching acadeny, followed by a full year enpl oyed
by a district in a nentored internship, followed, if necessary, by a
second summer teaching acadeny. In addition, partnership prograns
shal | uphold entry requirenents for candi dates that include:

(a) Five years' experience in the work force;

(b) A baccal aureate degree froma regionally accredited institution
of hi gher education. The individual's grade point average nay be
considered as a selection factor;

(c) Successful conpletion of the content test, once the state
content test is avail able;

(d) External validation of qualifications, including denonstrated
successful experience with students or children, such as references
[reference] letters and letters of support from previous enpl oyers;

(e) Meeting the age, good noral character, and personal fitness
requi renents adopted by rule for teachers; and

(f) Successful passage of statewide basic skills exans, when
avai |l abl e.

(4) Partnership grant prograns seeking funds to operate route four
prograns shall enroll individuals with baccal aureate degrees, who are
enployed in the district at the tine of application, or who hold
conditional teaching certificates or energency substitute certificates.
Cohorts of candidates for this route shall attend an intensive sumer
teachi ng acadeny, followed by a full year enployed by a district in a
nent ored internship. In addition, partnership progranms shall uphold
entry requirenents for candidates that include:

(a) Five years' experience in the work force;

(b) A baccalaureate degree froma regionally accredited institution
of hi gher education. The individual's grade point average nmay be
considered as a selection factor;

(c) Successful conpletion of the content test, once the state
content test is avail able;

(d) External validation of qualifications, including denonstrated

SSB 6245. SL p. 6
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successful experience with students or children, such as reference

letters and letters of support from previ ous enpl oyers;

(e) Meeting the age, good noral character, and personal fitness
requi renents adopted by rule for teachers; and

(f) Successful passage of statewide basic skills exans, when
avai l abl e.

Sec. 5. RCW 28A.660.050 and 2003 c 410 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The alternative route conditional scholarship programis created
under the follow ng guidelines:

(1) The program shall be admnistered by the higher education
coordi nating board. In admnistering the program the higher education
coordi nati ng board has the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(a) To adopt necessary rules and devel op guidelines to adm nister
t he program

(b) To collect and manage repaynents from partici pants who do not
meet their service obligations; and

(c) To accept grants and donations from public and private sources
for the program

(2) Participation in the alternative route conditional scholarship
programis limted to interns of the partnership grant prograns under
RCW 28A. 660. 040. The Washi ngt on professional educator standards board
shall select interns to receive conditional schol arships.

(3) I'n order to receive conditional scholarship awards, recipients
shal |l be accepted and naintain enrollnment in alternative certification
routes through the partnership grant program as provided in RCW
28A. 660. 040. Reci pients nust continue to make satisfactory progress
towards conpletion of the alternative route certification program and
recei pt of a residency teaching certificate.

(4) For the purpose of this chapter, a conditional scholarship is
a loan that is forgiven in whole or in part in exchange for service as
a certificated teacher enployed in a Wshington state K-12 public
school. The state shall forgive one year of |oan obligation for every
two years a recipient teaches in a public school. Recipients that fai
to continue a course of study Ileading to residency teacher
certification or cease to teach in a public school in the state of

p. 7 SSB 6245. SL
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Washington in their endorsenent area are required to repay the
remai ning loan principal with interest.

(5) Recipients who fail to fulfill the required teaching obligation
are required to repay the remaining loan principal with interest and
any other applicable fees. The hi gher education coordinating board
shall adopt rules to define the ternms for repaynent, including

applicable interest rates, fees, and defernents.

(6) To the extent funds are appropriated for this specific purpose,
t he annual anmount of the scholarship is the annual cost of tuition,
fees; and educational expenses, including books, supplies, and
transportation for the alternative route certification programin which
the recipient is enrolled, not to exceed eight thousand dollars. The
board may adjust the annual award by the average rate of resident
undergraduate tuition and fee increases at the state universities as
defined in RCW 28B. 10. 016.

(7) The higher education coordinating board may deposit al
appropriations, collections, and any other funds received for the
programin this chapter in the student | oan account authorized in RCW
28B. 102. 060.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A.660.901 and 2001 c 158 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington state institute for public policy shall submt
to the education and fiscal conmmttees of the legislature, the
governor, the state board of education, and the Washi ngton prof essi onal
educat or standards board, an interim evaluation of partnership grant
prograns funded under this chapter by Decenber 1, 2002, and a fina
eval uation by Decenber 1, 2004. |If specific funding for the purposes
of this section, referencing this section and this act by bill or
chapter nunber, is not provided by June 30, 2001, in the omnibus
appropriations act, this section is null and void.

(2) This section expires June 30, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. RCW 28A.660.900 (Expiration of chapter) and
2001 ¢ 158 s 7 are each repeal ed.

Passed by the Senate March 8, 2004.

Passed by the House March 3, 2004.

Approved by the Governor March 18, 2004.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 18, 2004.
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